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Photosynthetic electron transport pathways or chains are the collection of the biochemical processes 

by which light energy is captured and converted into chemical energy during photosynthesis. These pathways 

involve a series of redox reactions that occur in the thylakoid membranes of chloroplasts. One important aspect 

of these pathways is the production of ATP and NADPH, which are crucial for the synthesis of carbohydrates 

during photosynthesis. 

Delayed Chlorophyll Fluorescence (DCF) is a non-invasive biophysical tool that can be used to 

monitor the photosynthetic electron transport pathways. By measuring the light emitted by chlorophyll 

molecules in darkness after initial excitation, DCF can provide insights into the efficiency of these pathways 

and the overall health of plants. DCF measurements have been used to investigate plant stress responses to 

environmental factors, such as temperature, drought, and light intensity, and to evaluate the impact of different 

management practices on plant growth and development. 

DCF measurements are based on the detection of the red and far-red fluorescence emitted by 

chlorophyll molecules after a period of darkness. This technique has been shown to be a sensitive indicator of 

changes in photosynthetic performance and energy transfer within the photosynthetic apparatus. In addition, 

DCF measurements can provide information on the activity of the electron transport chain, which is critical for 

plant growth and survival. 

Recent advancements in DCF technology have enabled the development of new methods for the 

analysis of plant physiological state. Additionally, the use of DCF measurements in combination with other 

physiological and biochemical assays, such as gas exchange and enzyme activity assays, can provide a more 

comprehensive understanding of plant responses to environmental stressors. 

In this talk, we will discuss the application of DCF for assessing physiological changes in plants. We 

will review the basic principles of DCF measurements and highlight recent advances in DCF technology. We 

will also present case studies that demonstrate the utility of DCF measurements for assessing plant responses to 

different environmental stressors, and discuss future directions for the development of DCF as a tool for plant 

physiology research. Overall, we hope to demonstrate the value of DCF as a powerful and versatile tool and 

encourage its wider adoption in plant science research. 

  


